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Upcoming Meeting: 
 

Monday, March 9, 2015 
 

Thogus & rp+m Tour   
33490 Pin Oak Parkway  

Avon Lake, OH 44012  

Agenda: 

3:30 Board Meeting at the Wood & Wine 

5:00 Tour check-in at Thogus 

5:15 Tours begin 

7:00 Dinner at the Wood & Wine 

Price:  Members/Guest - $25   /   Retired - $25   /   Student - $25 

Reservations:  

This tour must be limited to the first fifty members who sign up and pay in advance. Please 

understand the rules (above) and get your reservation in quickly to make sure you are not 

disappointed. No onsite registration will be allowed for this tour!  

To register:  

1. Print the Registration Form and return it with your payment. 

2. Bring a signed Visitor Access Acknowledgement (also included in this newsletter) with you 

for the tour. 

View the Thogus Tour Rules on the next page before registering!   

 

Future SPE Cleveland Section Programs 
 

Month Date Topic Location 

April 13 Sustainability of Plastics 
Earth First Plastics, Hilton 

Fairlawn 

May 11 Awards Night  

 

Quick Clicks: 

President’s Message 

About the Monthly Program 

 Directions to the Meeting 

SPE-Cleveland Website 

http://www.specleveland.org/
mailto:BBille@neo.rr.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33490+Pin+Oak+Pkwy,+Avon+Lake,+OH+44012/@41.4891683,-82.0289348,14z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x883090009f0391ab:0x999a92e17fc98b54?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33490+Pin+Oak+Pkwy,+Avon+Lake,+OH+44012/@41.4891683,-82.0289348,14z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x883090009f0391ab:0x999a92e17fc98b54?hl=en
http://www.specleveland.org/


 

Thogus Tour Rules 

Please read before registering so there is no confusion as to the requirements. 

1. All attending the tour must be an SPE member in good standing (Dues paid for the 2014-

2015 year).  

2. Registration will be limited to 50 members. The registration will be by mail only and each 

registration must include a completely filled out registration and Visitors Access form for 

each attendee. Remember to circle your choice of meal. A check for $25.00 made out to 

Society of Plastics Engineers, Cleveland Section must also be included. 

3. The attendee will be accepted in the order that their paid reservation is received. All 

registrations must be received by February 27, 2015. 

4. Thogus reserves the right to deny entry to their facilities of anyone for any reason. 

Registrants who are denied will be notified by Cleveland SPE and their check will be 

returned. 

5. The registration form and check must be sent to: Dan Crist, Cleveland Section SPE, P.O. Box 

845, Brunswick, Ohio 44212. 

6. Adhere to the Thogus dress code requirements:  

 Wear safety glasses at all times. Thogus will supply, or bring your own. 

 Wear closed toe shoes (bring your own). 

 Tie long hair back. 

 

 
  



Directions to March 9th Meeting 

 

Directions from Cleveland:  

Take I-90 West to Exit 153 (Route 83) and turn North. 

In 2.2 miles, turn left on Pin Oak Parkway. 

Thogus is located at 33490 Pin Oak Parkway. 

(Click on the map Google maps) 

 

Directions to March 9th Dinner 

 

Dinner will begin after the Thogus / rp+m tours are completed, approximately at 7:00pm.  

Dinner will be held at the Wood & Wine, 38790 Chester Road, Avon, OH  44011. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/33490+Pin+Oak+Pkwy,+Avon+Lake,+OH+44012/@41.4776554,-82.0393976,14z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0x883090009f0391ab:0x999a92e17fc98b54!2s33490+Pin+Oak+Pkwy,+Avon+Lake,+OH+44012!3b1!3m1!1s0x883090009f0391ab:0x999a92e17fc98b54?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/33490+Pin+Oak+Pkwy,+Avon+Lake,+OH+44012/38790+Chester+Rd,+Avon,+OH+44011/@41.4736789,-82.0515207,15z/data=!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x883090009f0391ab:0x999a92e17fc98b54!2m2!1d-82.0366035!2d41.4825731!1m5!1m1!1s0x88309abdf93adf4f:0x60bac78f61c37009!2m2!1d-82.0566532!2d41.4666685?hl=en


 

 

REGISTRATION FORM for Thogus & rp+m tour 

 
Name:      

 

Company:      

 

Office Phone #:    Cell Phone #:  

 

Email address:     

 

Choice of Entre (see menu below):  Circle       1  -   2  -   3  -   4 

 

Mail with check for $25.00 per attendee. Make check payable to the Cleveland Section SPE. 

Send Registration with check to: 

 Dan Crist   

 Cleveland SPE   

 P.O. Box 845   

 Brunswick, Ohio 44212 

 
 

Dinner Menu Options:  
 

1.   Macaroni, Smoked Gouda and Wood Roasted Chicken 

Cavatappi Macaroni, asparagus and roasted chicken in a smoked gouda cream sauce                                                                     

 

2.   Seafood Pasta 

Shrimp, mussels, and lobster raviolis served with mushrooms, tomatoes, spinach, and a yellow 

tomato cream sauce 

 

3.   Fresh Grilled Salmon 

Atlantic salmon grilled and placed atop cavatappi macaroni with a spinach cream sauce.          

                

4.   Pork Chop 

Pan seared pork chop topped with strawberries and balsamic served with vegetable of the day 

and a rice pilaf. 

 

House Salad included with each entrée 

Soft drinks and coffee included.  

Cash Bar 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

38790 Chester Road 

Avon, OH  44011 



  



 

About the Companies 

 

About Thogus  
Thogus started out as a tool and die shop, Master Mold & Die, founded by Jack 

Thompson and Walter Gus back in 1950. Jack quickly realized there was a lot of 

money to be made molding products, especially proprietary products and he 

developed a line of fittings. By 1958 the focus of the company had changed so 

much that they renamed it Thogus Products Company. For the next forty years 

the company was primarily a custom injection molder, while still molding and 

selling the line of fittings.  

By the time Thogus moved into the twenty first century, Jack’s grandson, Matt Hlavin, was working 

for the company and in 2008 he was promoted to CEO.  One of Matt’s goal was to turn Thogus into 

a one stop shop for product development, prototyping and plastic injection molding. To do this he 

started to upgrade the molding shop equipment, training the employees and adding engineers.  

Matt had begun studying additive manufacturing in the nineties and realized the possibilities of using 

this technology for prototype production and to diversify into high value/low volume parts by 

eliminating the need for a mold or injection molding machine.  He was very impressed by the 

Stratasys Fused Deposition (FDM) machine and even though the recession had started, he decided to 

order one. He quickly found jobs to pay for the machine and more equipment and engineers 

followed. Thogus also uses additive manufacturing to produce custom fixtures, gauges, and 

production aids such as shadow boards and racks for use in their molding shop. However the most 

valuable internal uses they have found are the production of end of arm tooling and other parts for 

automation of the molding process. 

 

About rp+m 

Due to the dramatic increase in demand for prototypes and low volume production 

using their additive manufacturing technology, equipment and diversified engineering 

skills a new company was formed in 2011. Rapid Prototyping and Manufacturing LLC 

(rp+m) focuses on creating solutions for customers using additive manufacturing 

technology in polymers and metals. The business is currently split equally between 

prototype and production parts. 

Today Thogus is a family of companies; Thogus Injection Molding, rp+m, Jalex 

Medical LLC, Radiation Protection Technologies (RPT) and Thogus Fittings. Matt’s goal of being a 

one stop shop for product development, prototyping, and any scale of production from one part into 

the millions has been met. Ironically, while they have moved into the fore front of technology for 

both rapid prototyping and injection molding, they are also now producing molds of polymeric 

materials and metals by additive manufacturing, which sort of takes them full circle, back to the 

company roots. 

You can find more information about Thogus at http://www.thogus.com.   

 

 

  

http://www.thogus.com/


 

President’s Message 

By John Sovis 
 

The election process of director, officers for the 2015-2016 year 

program has started. This needs to be done in the next two months.  

We need candidates for directors, secretary and President Elect 

position.   These positions are elected by all members of our section.  

We need two candidates for each position if we are to have an 

election by the membership.  Committee members are also needed.  

These positions are filled by the President.   If you wish to be a 

candidate for the elected positions or a volunteer for the appointed 

positions contact me.  I can provide information about the duties of 

the positions.   

We still have two meetings to complete our programs for the 2014-

2015 year.  Therefore, time is running out for you to get a return on 

your membership fee. These opportunities to attend, to witness, learn 

and enjoy an evening with the Cleveland SPE members and the 

Akron SPE members.  The Akron section attendance is much higher than ours at the Akron location.  

I would like to improve that situation.  Program details are presented in our monthly newsletter called 

the SPEC sheet.   

The Program committee is developing the technical program for next year.  If you have technical 

subject or activity suggestion and or wish to volunteer, contact  Rik Keeley at 

rwkplastics1@yahoo.com. 

Regards, 

John Sovis,  

President SPE Cleveland Section 

jsovis@juno.com 

330-405-6770 or 216-870-4608  

 

 

 

  

 

MORIS AMON PhD 
 

Independent 
technical consultant 

& patent agent. 
33 years plastics industry 

R&D experience. 
 

m.amon@roadrunner.com 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/morisamon 

 
Member and supporter of 
SPE Cleveland Section. 

BOY MACHINES INC. 
199 Philips Road 
Exton, PA  19341-1335 
 

Robert Koch 
Midwest Regional Sales Manager 
 
Cell: 484-645-3297 
bkoch@boymachines.com 
www.boymachines.com  

mailto:jsovis@juno.com
mailto:m.amon@roadrunner.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/morisamon
mailto:bkoch@boymachines.com
mailto:bkoch@boymachines.com
http://www.boymachines.com/


 

February 2015 SPE Cleveland Section Technical Meeting 
 

At the Society of Plastics Engineers Cleveland Section February 9th 

meeting, we learned how Sabic Innovative Materials has positioned 

itself in the structural foam market, by offering materials specifically 

engineered to work with different types of chemical blowing agents. 

The subject matter for the evening’s technical discussion was 

structural foam molding, using resins such as Polycarbonate, PPO, 

and Polyester. The speaker for the night’s technical presentation was 

Mr. Tom T. Hall.  

Tom has been a Technical Service Representative in the plastics 

industry since 1970. He serviced the N.E. United States initially with 

GE Plastics and with GE Plastics/SABIC for the past 26 years. Tom 

works up and down the eastern corridor and is a great technical 

resource for both SABIC and SABIC’s customer base. 

The presentation focused on structural foam molding guidelines for topics ranging from molded part 

design to processing. We learned that the primary benefit to structural foam process is part weight 

reduction to reduce part material costs.  Structural foam molded parts are also significantly stiffer than 

injection molded parts with the same cross sectional area due to the foamed core. Larger parts may be 

molded with less stress and warp, without sink marks, using lower cost tooling than with high pressure 

injection molding.  The structural foam molding process may also use regrind from other molding 

processes.  The main disadvantage of structural foam molding is an unattractive part surface finish.  

This is acceptable for internally hidden (under the hood, dash, and interior hardware applications) 

parts, but they must be sanded and painted to acquire 

a desirable class “A” automotive finish.  The surface 

finish appearance worsens approaching 20% 

reduction in density.  Tom shared his confidence in 

using simple low pressure structural foam molding 

for greatest value, lowest tooling cost and highest 

productivity over more complicated machinery and 

processes.  We also learned about some newer 

foaming technologies from MuCell.    



 

SPE Cleveland Section Board Meeting Minutes 

February 9, 2015 

 
President - John Sovis – John not present 

Treasurer - Jerry Blayne, Moris Amon – Presented budget.  Not much changed since last meeting. 

Secretary – Chandra Carnicom, Dan Crist – Will have minutes for meetings approved by board by the 

Friday of the week of that meeting. 

Program - Jerry Blayne, Rik Keeley – Thogus event solidified.  Event will be prepay only, and for 

SPE members only. 

Newsletter – Mike See – Newsletter logo and color must change.  Minutes WILL appear in newsletter. 

Education – Dennis Meade, Rik Keeley, Jeff Dininger – Contacted Marjorie Weiner with SPE to get 

details of plastivan program.  Started contacting schools about plastivan program visits.  No 

scholarship applicants yet.  Morris Amon and Ron Raleigh will do the judging of the science fair at 

Cleveland State. 

Membership – Ron Oberstar, Natalie Homan – Board approved idea to give new SPE members their 

first meal at an event free. 

House – Dan Crist – Attendance at January event was 70.  Will send updated attendance sheet to all 

board members. 

Awards – Ron Raleigh – No responses for award 

nominations yet. 

Old Business –  

New Business – Discussed future board election 

process. 

 

  

3121 Interstate Parkway, Brunswick, OH 44212 
 

Phone: 330 225 8080 Email: mail@cmd-tip.com 
Fax: 330 225 8777 Internet: www.cmd-tip.com 

mailto:mail@cmd-tip.com
http://www.cmd-tip.com/


 

Education Chairman Report  

 
The PlastiVan Outreach Education Program is a hands-on science and technology program that excites 

middle school, high school students and the general public about the vast opportunities the plastics 

industry has to offer. The PlastiVan Program travels to schools and companies educating people of all 

ages about the chemistry, history, processing manufacturing, sustainability and application of plastics. 

The program is easily integrated into school curricula. PlastiVan  provides sound science and 

educational programs which spark scientific curiosity in students while increasing their knowledge of 

the contribution plastics make to modern life; encouraging them to seek careers in engineering.  

 

THE WAY IT WORKS 

The PlastiVan Program visits one school per day 

Middle School Lab 

Maximum of 40 students per group (class) 

5 groups per day, ages 12-14 

The most popular program; this fun learning experience  introduces students to polymers and plastics 

and involves the students in experiments that will pique their interest in science and technology. 

 

High School Lab 

Maximum of 40 students per group (class) 

5 groups per day, ages 15-18 or adult 

An advanced lab experience where students delve into the chemistry, history, and sustainability issues 

of polymers and plastics and how they are designed to have distinct properties. Students are also 

introduced to a wide array of career opportunities as well as college programs that focus on plastics 

engineering. 

Cost:  $7500 per full week or $1650 per day if less than a week.  No additional costs required. 

Marjorie indicated that often other trade groups such as the Plastics Pioneers Association or other local 

plastics processors may help subsidize the cost.   The next step would be to look for a local middle 

school or high school that would be interested in hosting.  Marjorie is the instructor as well as manager 

of the program. 

 

Scholarships - No applications have been received as of today’s date.  Starting this week, the 

Education Committee will start contacting local schools to introduce the program. 

 

Dennis Meade – Education Chairman. 

 
 

  



 

Seeking Awards Nominations 
 

The Cleveland section of SPE is seeking nominations for any award offered by SPE to recognize 

accomplishments within the plastics community and within the local greater Cleveland SPE 

community. Listed below are the award options available for nomination. Please use the link to see a 

description of the award, and the criteria to receive it. If you have someone you would like to nominate, 

please send the nominated party's name, contact information, and a description of accomplishments 

and professional history that signal which award is appropriate and why. Additionally include the 

nominator's contact information. We will begin evaluations upon receipt. We hope that with the help 

of our local SPE community we can acknowledge some of the unique, dedicated, and respected 

individuals we have in our midst. 

 

 Distinguished Member 

 Fellow 

 Honored Service Member 

 Business Management 

 Plastic Engineering, Research, and Technology 

 International  

 Education

 

Here is the link to the SPE website stating the awards and criteria: 

http://www.4spe.org/Leadership/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=3901&navItemNumber=653 

 

Ron Raleigh 

Valerus Specialty Chemicals, Inc. 

Independence, OH 

216-875-7250 

 
 

2015-2016 Elections 

 

The current Board of Directors, Officers and Committees need your help to successfully carry out the 

activities for the 2015-2016 year.  

Elections for 2015-2016 year will be conducted next month.  We need commitment from the present board 

directors, officers and committee chairs and we will need to recruit other member volunteers.   We need 

someone to volunteer to be the President Elect to replace Rik Keeley who will become President.  This 

President Elect position is best filled by one of the present board members.  So, we will need to get one 

new board member to replace who will be the President Elect.  The other officers will be elected for 

another year if they agree to serve.  The 12 directors we have now will be elected in 1, 2 or 3 years.  

Therefore, 4 directors each for the three time periods.   I will be the past President, so I can assist with 

some committee actives.    

Currently many of the directors are serving as committee chair positions.   This is good per the by laws 

the directors having mainly approval functions such as budget approval.   

Directors and Officers are elected by all members of the section.  The Committee Chairs and members are 

appointed by the President.   So, respond to me with your desire to serve on the board and elected as a 

Director, Officers, Committee Chair and committee member.  

John Sovis, President 

 

http://www.4spe.org/Leadership/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=3901&navItemNumber=653


 

2014 – 2015 SPE Cleveland Section Officers and Board of Directors 

President 

John Sovis  

Concept2Production, Inc. 

C: (216) 870-4608  

F: (330) 405-6773  

jsovis@juno.com 

President Elect  

Richard Keeley  

Helix Linear Technologies  

C: 440-840-4212  

F: 216-539-7978  

rwkplastics1@yahoo.com 

Past President  

Gary Casterline  

Casterline Plastics Consulting  

C: (330) 240-2543  

gcasterline@gmail.com 

   

Secretary  

Dan Crist  

Component Mfg. and Design  

W: (330) 225-8080 

C: (440) 227-5424 

mail@cmd-tip.com 

Treasurer  

Jerry Blayne  

Professional Polymer  

Technical Services, LLC  

C: (216) 272-9541  

blaynejj@att.net 

 

Finance 

Moris Amon  

M. Amon Consulting 

C: (216) 870-8897 

m.amon@roadrunner.com 

Advertising 

Brian Sarvas 

RheTech Colors 

440-396-8329 

sarvii@hotmail.com 

Education 

Dennis Meade 

Chroma Colors 

(419) 202-6685 

dmeade@chromacolors.com 

Awards 

Ron Raleigh 

Ferro 

440-596-8812 

Ron.Raleigh@ferro.com 

 

Membership 

Ronald Oberstar 

Fortune International Tech. 

440-376-1642 

RonOberstar@fortuneintltech.com 

 

 Councilor  

Jerry Blayne  

Professional Polymer  

Technical Services, LLC  

C: (216) 272-9541  

blaynejj@att.net 
 

mailto:jsovis@juno.com
mailto:rwkplastics1@yahoo.com
mailto:gcasterline@gmail.com
mailto:mail@cmd-tip.com
mailto:blaynejj@att.net
mailto:m.amon@roadrunner.com
mailto:sarvii@hotmail.com
mailto:dmeade@chromacolors.com
mailto:Ron.Raleigh@ferro.com
mailto:RonOberstar@fortuneintltech.com
mailto:blaynejj@att.net


Advanced                     
Measurement  
Technologies  

 
 

Measurement you can TRUST! 
 
 
ISO 17025 Certified                                
contract inspection service 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
	  

Capabilities: 
-Vision 
-CT Scanning 
-CMM Touch Probe 
-CMM Scanning Probe 
 

Services: 
-ISIR/FAI 
-Capability Studies 
-Tooling & Fixture 
Verification 
-Third Party Inspection 
-Scanning/Digitizing 
	  

Phone: 262-404-5196 
info@adv-measurement.com 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

www.adv-measurement.com 

	  

	  



³¿®ó¾¿´ò½±³

Ì¸» Ñ²»óÍ±«®½» Í±´«¬·±² Ð®±ª·¼»®

ÜÛÍ×ÙÒ ¤ ÚÑÎÓËÔßÌÛ ¤ ÝÑÓÐÑËÒÜ ¤ ÓÑÔÜ ¤ Ú×Ò×ÍØ

Ì¸»®³±»¬ Ý±³°±·¬»

ÑØ×Ñ ÐÔßÒÌ

Ý¸¿¹®·² Ú¿´´ô ÑØ
Ê×ÎÙ×Ò×ß ÐÔßÒÌ

Ü«¾´·²ô Êß
ßÍ×ß ÍßÔÛÍ ÑÚÚ×ÝÛ

Í¸¿²¹¸¿·ô Ý¸·²¿
Ó×ÍÍÑËÎ× ÐÔßÒÌ

Ý«¾¿ô ÓÑ
ÎúÜ ÌÛÝØÒ×ÝßÔ ÝÛÒÌÛÎ

Ý¸¿¹®·² Ú¿´´ô ÑØ

ÔÛÍÍ ÐßÎÌÍ
×Ò ÇÑËÎ ÐÎÑÜËÝÌô

ÓÑÎÛ ÓÑÒÛÇ
×Ò ÇÑËÎ ÉßÔÔÛÌò

ÓÛßÒÍ

Ó¿®óÞ¿´ Ú¿½¬æ

ßÌ ÓßÎóÞßÔô ÉÛ ËÒÜÛÎÍÌßÒÜ ÌØßÌ

ËÍ×ÒÙ ÌÑÑ ÓßÒÇ ÐßÎÌÍ ÝÑËÔÜ ÞÛ

ÝÑÍÌ×ÒÙ ÇÑË ÓÑÒÛÇò

É·¬¸ ±«® Ñ²»óÍ±«®½» ³±¼»´ô §±«

½¿² »´·³·²¿¬» »°¿®¿¬» ³±´¼·²¹ ¿²¼

²»»¼»¼ ¬¸®»» ±® ³±®»ò Ô»¬ « ¸±©

§±« ¸±© ½±²±´·¼¿¬·²¹ ³«´¬·°´» °¿®¬

±® °®±½»» ·²¬± ±²» ½±«´¼ ¾» ¿

«¾¬¿²¬·¿´ ½±¬ ¿ª·²¹ º±® §±«ò

É¸»² §±« ©·¬½¸ ¬± Ó¿®óÞ¿´ô

°®±¼«½¬·±² ¼±»²�¬ ¸¿ª» ¬± ¾» ¿ °«¦¦´»ò

ØÑÉ ÝßÒ

×ÒÒÑÊßÌ×ÊÛ

ÐÎÑÜËÝÌÍ ÞÇ

ÓßÎóÞßÔ ÍßÊÛ

ÇÑË ÓÑÒÛÇá


