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Holiday Gathering
With Akron Section
Monday, December 9, 2013
Tangier Restaurant
532 West Market Street
Akron, Ohio
Agenda:
5:30
Gathering
6:15
Firestone Madrigal Singers
Dinner follows
Door Prize Drawing
Price: Member and/or guest $25.00
Retired $20.00
Student and/or guest $5.00

Reservations must be in by noon on Friday, Dec. 6th with
Mark Holtman at holtman@uakron.edu or 330-972-6008.

Quick Clicks:
Directions to the Meeting
President’s Message
Cleveland Section Status
SPE-Cleveland Website

2013 – 2014 Section Officers and Board of Directors
President
Gary Casterline

gcasterline@gmail.com
C: 330-240-2543

Past President
Robert Koch

BKoch@boymachines.com
W: 484-645-3297

Secretary
Brian Sarvas
sarvii@hotmail.com
C: 440-396-8329

Treasurer
Jerry Blayne
blaynejj@att.net
W: 440-526-4113

Advertising
John Sovis
jsovis@juno.com
330-405-6770 F:330-405-6773

Councilor
Gary Petruska
petruskagdr@sbcglobal.net
H: 330-755-1341

Director
Dan Crist
mail@cmd-tip.com
W: (330)225-8080

President’s Message
By Gary Casterline
Hi everyone,
I hope you had a nice Thanksgiving weekend. I was already on a diet
before the holidays since I tend to cut loose a little while celebrating with
friends and family. It never fails that between now and New Years Day, I
add 5 pounds that just does not disappear. I am trying to make my
resolution now to not let that happen again or at least not let it get out of
control. i jump on the scale daily so it is not a surprise.
Guess what? Forget what I just said for one night and come out to our
annual Holiday Celebration. This time we are going to Tangiers. This is always a great venue. The
Firestone High School Madrigal Singers will be there to entertain us. If you have never seen them, they
put on quite a show. It is really hard to believe they are in high school. Of course there will be many of
your SPE friends there to chat with. There are even a few gifts to give out. Somehow I managed to come
away with a bottle of wine last year. Merry Christmas to me!
Please have a safe Christmas season with all you share it with.
Gary Casterline

Directions to December 9th Meeting
Directions to December 9th meeting:
From Cleveland, take I-77 South.
- Continue on I-77 as it merges with I-76.
- Take Exit 21C (Rte 59/Martin Luther King Blvd)
- Turn right at North Main Street
- Take the first right onto E. Market Street
- Proceed west to 532 West Market Street.
- Tangier Restaurant will be on the left.

Future SPE Cleveland Section Programs
Month

Date Topic

Location

January

13

High Performance Composites

Quaker Station, Akron

February 10

Molders Night

Quaker Station, Akron

March

11

Keynote Speaker-Extrusion TOPCON

CWRU, Cleveland

April

14

Tour of Automation Plastics

Automation Plastics, Aurora

May

12

Moldex Presentation and Awards Night

Concept2Production, Macedonia

May

19

Awards Night---Akron

Quaker Station, Akron

November Meeting Recap
AKRO-MILS CORPORATION PLANT TOUR
Members of the Akron and Cleveland sections tours the Wadsworth, Ohio facility of Akro-Mils
Corporation. The company has a second facility in Sandusky, Ohio. The company is 39 years old. It
is the part of the material handling division of the Myers Corporation.
One hundred and four employees work at the
Wadsworth plant that has 19 injection presses
running 24/5. The machines range in size from
250 to 1600 tons clamping force. They have
two all electric machines. All machines run
automatically. The parts are carried by
conveyor to a separate area where they are
checked for quality and packaged for shipment.
Three to four mold changes are made each shift.
It takes one hour or less to change a mold. The
regrind material is automatically mixed with
virgin material at the press. All molds have hot
runners so the amount of regrind is very low.
Gary Taylor, Plant Manager greeted all attendee
prior to the tour giving information on how the
plant operates. Everyone enjoyed a prime rib
dinner at the Galaxy restaurant. Dinner was
followed by a presentation on people leadership
and question and answers from the attendees.
Questions were answered by the speaker, plant
manager and two floor supervisors.
Akron Section SPE will co-host 2014 TPE
TOPCON to be held September 16-18, 2014.
See the flyer at the end of this newsletter
regarding paper abstracts due January 31, 2014.

3121 Interstate Parkway, Brunswick, OH 44212
Phone: 330 225 8080 Email: mail@cmd-tip.com
Fax: 330 225 8777
Internet: www.cmd-tip.com

From the SPE-Cleveland Board
The SPE Cleveland Section Officers and Board of Directors Want to Wish All Section Members and
Their Families Happy Holidays and A Prosperous New Year!
The SPE Cleveland Section has had a mixed year. Our membership has stabilized at almost three
hundred, the finances are in the black by almost one thousand dollars for the first time in five years and
we will be having a Topcon in Cleveland for the first time in ten years.
Unfortunately, this may all come to an end by June of 2014, because six months from now we will not
have enough leadership to continue. Last spring we sent an email to inform the membership of this
impending problem. We asked for a vote on direction for the future of SPE Cleveland section, comments
and volunteers to help. The results were very dismal. Less than 4% bothered to reply! Of the ones who
did reply:
 The majority voted to revitalize the section.
 The option to merge with another section received the second most votes.
 No-one voted to deactivate the section.
We also had one person volunteer and he is now on our board. The board was dismayed over this
outcome. The 280 members who wouldn’t even bother to take the few seconds needed to check one box
and hit reply is an example of the apathy that is killing our section. However, the entire board
volunteered to stay on one more year to work on saving the section.
Unfortunately, as of this writing we only have a total of four officers and directors who will continue
into the 2014-2015 year. This is not enough to meet SPE Section Charter requirements. What should we
do?
The Current Section Officers and the Board of Directors are determined to not let the section fail from
apathy. We need to increase communication in the section. We want to know what we are doing well
and what we could change to make the section more valuable to our members. We want to know what
you like or don’t like about our meetings and how we could improve. We would like to hear from
members on why the Cleveland Section has been and is important to them. We would like to know your
opinion on how the section should reward members who serve on the committees, the board of directors
and are the officers.
Starting immediately we will:
1. Display the countdown to doom which will now appear in the next six newsletters.
2. You will get a monthly update on the successes and
failures in this campaign to save the Cleveland
Section.
3. You will be contacted by newsletter, email, phone
calls and in person to get your input on this situation
and what we can do about it.
In closing, we know this will not be an easy battle. Apathy
has been the status quo of most section members. We all
need to work hard to turn this around. We think each one of
us has to look in the mirror and except our part in saving or
killing the Cleveland Section.
Where do you stand?

Board Meeting Minutes
November 11, 2013 SPE - Cleveland Section S03
Gary Casterline opened the meeting at 4:00 PM with 5 members present.
Present: Gary Casterline, John Sovis, Brian Sarvas, Dan Crist and Jerry Blayne.
Treasurer’s Report: Jerry Blayne distributed copies and reported on the annual Treasurers report.
Beginning Balance=$31,194.03, Income=$5,807.57, Expenses = $6,550.00, Ending
Balance=$32,093.17. Jerry has transferred accounts to the new bank and is trying to improve
communication with the bank. Gary Casterline motioned to accept the report, Brian Sarvas seconded
and the motion carried.
Secretary’s Report: Gary Casterline motioned to approve as printed, John Sovis seconded and the
motion carried.
National Councilor’s Report: Jerry Blayne will attend the next meeting online.
Program Report: Gary Casterline reviewed the meetings for the year, especially the Christmas
meeting with the Akron Section and the Topcon.
Advertising: John Sovis reviewed current advertisers and the application of change charges for
modifications.
SPEC Sheet / Web site Report: All submissions are due November 25th.
Membership: Per Gary Petruska the current membership is 257.
House: Gary Casterline reported current meeting is being administered by the Akron Section.
Education: Gary Casterline reported we still need to send scholarship information and confirmed there
won’t be an essay contest this year.
PIC: No report.
Awards: Due to the cancelation of the Essay Contest and lack of attendance of scholarship candidates,
there won’t be a spring awards meeting.
Old Business: The Board reviewed the termination timeline for the Section. Jerry Blayne will draft a
letter requesting corporate support or the alternative dissolving of the section.
New Business: No new business.
John Sovis motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jerry Blayne seconded and the motion carried. The
meeting ended at 4:50 PM.

BOY MACHINES INC.
199 Philips Road
Exton, PA 19341-1335

Robert Koch
Midwest Regional Sales Manager

www.CasterlinePlasticsConsulting.com
GCasterline@gmail.com

cell: 330-240-2543
7895 Raglan Drive, Warren, OH 44484

Cell: 484-645-3297
bkoch@boymachines.com
www.boymachines.com
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Call for Papers
11th Thermoplastic Elastomers Topical Conference® 2014

“Building New Bonds”
Expanding Markets, Materials & Applications
Sponsored By:

The SPE Thermoplastic Elastomers SIG
In Partnership with
The Akron Section of SPE
September 16-18, 2014
Hilton – Akron/Fairlawn
3180 West Market Street
Akron, OH 44333-3365
Presenting the latest in:
Market Trends and Economic Outlook
Latest TPE Material Developments
Latest Application Developments
Advances in Processing Technologies
Innovations in Design and Development
The TPE SIG and the Akron Section of SPE invite the submission of paper
abstracts for presentation at the 11th TPE TopCon 2014.
Please submit paper title, abstract, author/presenter name and affiliation to:
William Blasius
or
Mark Berard
wblasius@fostercomp.com Mark.berard@dexcopolymers.com
774-545-0990
225-309-0241
Abstract Deadline: January 31, 2014
Completed Paper Deadline: June 30, 2014

